
God’s Word and the New Cre ation
Don Rum ble

Psalm 19, To the Chief Mu si cian. A Psalm of Da vid 

1) ...The heav ens de clare the glory of God; and the fir ma ment shows His
hand i work.

2) Day unto day ut ters speech, and night unto night re veals knowl edge.

3) There is no speech nor lan guage where their voice is not heard.

4) Their line has gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end
of the world. In them He has set a ta ber na cle for the sun,

5) Which is like a bride groom com ing out of his cham ber, and re joices like
a strong man to run its race.

6) Its ris ing is from one end of heaven, and its cir cuit to the other end; and
there is noth ing hid den from its heat.

7) ... The law of the LORD is per fect, con vert ing the soul; the tes ti mony of
the LORD is sure, mak ing wise the sim ple;



8) The stat utes of the LORD are right, re joic ing the heart; the com mand -
ment of the LORD is pure, en light en ing the eyes;

9) The fear of the LORD is clean, en dur ing for ever; the judg ments of the
LORD are true and righ teous al to gether.

10) More to be de sired are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey and the hon ey comb.

11) More over by them Your ser vant is warned, and in keep ing them there is 
great re ward.

12) Who can un der stand his er rors? Cleanse me from se cret faults.

13) Keep back Your ser vant also from pre sump tu ous sins; let them not
have do min ion over me. Then I shall be blame less, and I shall be in no cent
of great trans gres sion.

14) Let the words of my mouth and the med i ta tion of my heart be ac cept -
able in Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my Re deemer.

In tro duc tion

In Psalm 19, Da vid informs us that God has de ter mined to make
Him self known to man kind through the beauty of His cre ation. What a
priv i lege we have been given – that we can gain in sight into the na ture of
God by view ing what He has made. 

For since the cre ation of the world His in vis i ble at trib utes are
clearly seen, be ing un der stood by the things that are made, even His
eter nal power and God head..... (Rm. 1:20)

How ever, there is an other cre ation in the pro cess of be ing re vealed
right in the midst of the nat u ral world. That new cre ation (God's Church),
while still ev i denc ing many flaws, has within it the po ten tial to re veal His
glory in a far greater way than can the fallen universe. 

One of the tools God has put into our hands to help us in the trans for -
ma tion pro cess is the sa cred Scrip tures. This study of Psalm 19 has been
writ ten with the in tent that we would more clearly see the value of the Bi ble 
and spend time study ing its pages. 

God, the Art ist

One part of God’s re mark able plan is to re veal Him self through His
cre ation. We can gain in sight into His glory when we con sider the in tri cacy
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of the eco-sys tem, con tem plate the fra grant di ver sity of wild flow ers grow -
ing in a field or sim ply view a beau ti ful sunset. 

The heav ens de clare the glory of God; and the fir ma ment shows His
hand i work. (Ps. 19:1)

Just like a Rem brandt paint ing dis closes some thing of the per son al -
ity of its painter, so the cre ation ex presses God. For ex am ple, a paint ing
will re veal the au thor’s love for cer tain col ors and tex tures; it will con vey
his soul in some mea sure to the observer. 

So also man kind can view God’s cre ation and look be yond it and see 
into His char ac ter. We are in structed to gain in sight con cern ing Him by
con sid er ing what He has made. How im por tant it is to take the time to be -
hold the won der ful works of God’s hands, en joy them and wor ship Him as
we do so.

God, The Ex trav a gant Art ist

One of the clear est dec la ra tions in Scrip ture con cern ing how God
re veals His glory is given to us in Psalm 19.

Day unto day ut ters speech, and night unto night re veals knowl edge. 
(Ps. 19:2)

It does not mat ter whether it is day or night, whether peo ple are
awake or asleep; the cre ation con tin ues to make its pro nounce ment. Its ut -
ter ance pours forth like a stream, re veal ing its Cre ator. Our Lord can be ex -
trav a gant. Have you ever seen Ni ag ara Falls? What is amaz ing is that it
can’t be turned off at night! It just keeps flow ing and flow ing. Such lav ish -
ness re veals the na ture and maj esty of God. He is like an abun dant flow ing
river that never runs dry. 

First the Psalm ist says that the cre ation pours forth speech and re -
veals knowl edge, and then he says, 

There is no speech nor lan guage where their voice is not heard. (Ps.
19:3)

We have a uni ver sal mes sage from the Lord. No mat ter how far man
trav els in the cre ation, the dec la ra tion will be the same; God can be known.
And He can be found no mat ter what lan guage one speaks. Ob vi ously, na -
ture does not ex press it self ver bally; we do not hear trees and rocks con -
vers ing with each other. Nev er the less, the com mu ni ca tion is just as real.
There fore a mea sure of hu mil ity and dis cern ment is needed for one to both
grasp that a mes sage is be ing spo ken and then to un der stand it. Mean while,
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the fool has said in his heart that there is no God. He ig nores the real sig nif i -
cance of the physical universe.

Pre par ing His Can vas

Their line has gone out through all the earth, and their words to the
end of the world. In them (the heav ens – cf. vs. 1) He has set a ta ber -
na cle for the sun, which is like a bride groom com ing out of his
cham ber, and re joices like a strong man to run its race. Its ris ing is
from one end of heaven, and its cir cuit to the other end; and there is
noth ing hid den from its heat. (Ps. 19:4 – 6)

God has set a “ta ber na cle” or tent for the sun to dwell in. The word
“ta ber na cle” sym bol izes mo bil ity and im per ma nence. While build ings
have foun da tions, tents are mov able. The nat u ral or der is tem po rary and
will be con sumed by fire on the fi nal great day of the Lord (2 Pet. 3). As a
re sult, we are await ing a new heav ens and a new earth, an en dur ing hab i ta -
tion. Still, the pres ent cre ation de clares the glory of its Creator. 

No mat ter where you go on this planet, whether to the cold est re cess
of the re mot est cave or the deep est part of the ocean, that site would be sig -
nif i cantly colder if the sun did not ex ist. No part of the earth is hid den from
its heat. In deed the sun is mag nif i cent and ma jes tic. Dif fer ent cul tures have 
wor shiped it at var i ous times. Yet the Scrip ture is clear. The sun is not God;
it is sim ply part of His cre ation. And as awe some as the nat u ral or der is,
God tran scends it all. It is but a can vas upon which He has re vealed aspects
of His own nature.

The New Cre ation

While God re veals His glory through the nat u ral or der, He has de ter -
mined to re veal that glory to an even greater de gree through His new cre -
ation. The Su preme Art ist has pur chased a new can vas (at the cost of His
own Son) upon which He is un veil ing the glo ries of His own character.

There fore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new cre ation; old things
have passed away; be hold, all things have be come new. (2Co. 5:17)

Through re pen tance and the new birth, we have come to a whole
new world. The new heav ens and the new earth have be gun; they have
been birthed in our hearts. The Church age is to see the grad ual man i fes ta -
tion of the new cre ation as God trans form the hearts of His peo ple (2Pet.
1:19). The next verse in Psalm 19 re veals one as pect of God’s method of
op er a tion in us.
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The law of the Lord is per fect, con vert ing the soul; the tes ti mony of
the Lord is sure, mak ing wise the sim ple. (Ps.19:7)

God’s law is per fect; there are no mis takes in the word He has given
us. The He brew word that is trans lated “per fect” (TAMIM) means whole,
en tire, or to tal. It is the word used to de scribe a sac ri fi cial lamb. Each an i -
mal sac ri fice was to be blame less, with out de fect in or der to be ac cept able
to God. Only the best of the herd was to be of fered up to Him. It might have
seemed to make more eco nomic sense to of fer up a sickly lamb be cause
you could sell a healthy one for more money. But God wanted the best, a
per fect lamb. Why? Be cause it was to sym bol ize the flaw less sac ri fice yet
to come – His own Son.

The Psalm ist says that God’s law is per fect. It is whole and en tire. In
other words, there is no need for any thing to be added to it. The Lord did
not for get some in gre di ent and leave us with an in com plete tes ti mony. No.
His word is en tire, whole and com plete. We have an amaz ing doc u ment in
our hands. It is better than the writ ings of Shake speare, the his tory books or 
any thing else authored by men. The Bi ble was crafted by the Holy Spirit as
He in spired men to write. It re stores our souls when we read it with faith.
Holy Scrip ture is one of the chief tools God has given to ef fect His pur pose
of heal ing and con form ing us to the image of His Son.

While it is good to em pha size the in ter nal work of the Holy Spirit in
fash ion ing us to God’s like ness, if we do not spend time read ing and med i -
tat ing on the Scrip tures, we ne glect one of His chief in stru ments for
change.

Paul thought so much about the ef fec tive ness of God’s writ ten word
that he ex horted Tim o thy to make sure that the Scrip ture was read when the 
saints gath ered.

Un til I come, give at ten tion to the pub lic read ing of Scrip ture.... (1
Tim. 4:13 NASB)

We can limit the ef fec tive ness of the Holy Spirit’s work in us if we
do not take time to read His word. This pres ent vis i ta tion of the Holy Spirit
will not bring a short cut to ma tu rity for us as in di vid ual be liev ers. There is
no such thing as a short cut in spir i tual growth. Some be lieve that if they
could just be come to tally filled with the Holy Spirit, they would achieve
spir i tual stat ure al most over night. Noth ing could be fur ther from the truth.
God took thirty years pre par ing His own sin less Son be fore He re leased
Him in min is try to the na tion of Is rael. How much more ought we to sub mit 
to His pro cess in our lives as He con forms us to His im age. His pro gres sive
work in us is His so lu tion to make us useful ministers of His life. 
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Ob vi ously, God can touch us by His Holy Spirit and quickly bring
phys i cal and emo tional heal ing when and where we need it. But then, once
we have been healed, we still have to arise, con sis tently seek His face, read
His word and fol low Him. There sim ply is no sub sti tute for the daily prac -
tice of walk ing with the Lord.

God Gives His Tes ti mony

...the tes ti mony of the Lord is sure, mak ing wise the sim ple.
(Ps.19:7)

There is much wis dom to be dis cov ered in the Lord’s wit ness of
Him self. He has two ways of giv ing His tes ti mony. First, the tes ti mony of
Je sus is the spirit of proph ecy (Rev. 19:10). When the Holy Spirit anoints
some one to speak pro phet i cally, Je sus is bear ing wit ness con cern ing Him -
self and His pur pose. How we need Him to con tin u ally speak in our midst
with pro phetic af fir ma tion con cern ing His heart both for us and for the
world. How ever, God has also given us His writ ten tes ti mony. The Bi ble is
an in fal li ble wit ness of the Lord. It is ut terly de pend able and it makes wise
the sim ple. His word im parts prac ti cal wis dom on how to live and re late
both to Him as well as to those around us. 

Of course, we must ac knowl edge that we are a sim ple peo ple, that in
our selves we are noth ing. Only then will Scrip ture greatly help us for it was 
given to make sim ple peo ple wise. As we po si tion our selves in hu mil ity be -
fore the Lord and His word, we will re ceive wis dom as we see our need for
Him to be our wis dom. 

To day, there are di men sions of God's wis dom miss ing in the Church
be cause many sim ply do not take the time to read the Book He wrote. His
tes ti mony has been re corded and handed down to us over the ages in or der
to make sim ple peo ple wise. As a re sult, we must re spond and com mit our -
selves to read ing this sacred book. 

His Stat utes - Our Joy and Vi sion

The stat utes of the Lord are right, re joic ing the heart. (Ps. 19:8)

The the o ries of fa mous sci en tists are oc ca sion ally right. The con -
cepts of sec u lar psy chi a trists are some times right. But the stat utes of the
Lord are al ways right and they re joice the heart. The word “stat ute” means
a prin ci ple or a rule that pre scribes a par tic u lar course of ac tion. In other
words, there are cer tain things that we ought to do sim ply be cause the
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Scrip tures say we should. If we do so, we re ceive joy. A life style of walk ing 
in har mony with God’s word rejoices the heart.

Some ex am ples: 

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. (Jas. 4:8)

It will bring joy to our hearts if we would just walk in that rule, that
prin ci ple. As we draw near to Him, He will then come near to us. 

But if we say, “I don't feel like do ing that” and keep our dis tance,
then we cut our selves off from one of the ben e fits of cit i zen ship in God’s
King dom. His king dom laws are in some ways sim i lar to His laws in na ture 
(e.g., the law of grav ity). Sim ply stated, the law of grav ity says that what
goes up must come down. Par al lel to that, God’s word says, “If you will
draw near to Him, He will draw near to you”. In other words, it re veals one
of the “sure things” He has es tab lished in His uni verse. As we then walk in
obe di ence to this rule, we find His joy filling our hearts. 

The Scrip ture says that we are to love the Lord with all of our hearts.
If we would do so, our life styles would be come God-cen tered re sult ing in a 
ser vant’s heart to ward oth ers. 

Some be liev ers have taken the per spec tive that oth ers should serve
them. “You have to ac cept me the way I am.” Their in ter ac tion with oth ers
is based on how ev ery one else should re late to them. With such an ap -
proach to life, it is pos si ble to be a be liever and yet never have an abiding
joy. 

We must daily take our self-life to the cross and make Je sus our cen -
tral fo cus. If we do so, we will soon be look ing for ways to give of our -
selves so that oth ers can be blessed. Such a life fo cus will bring us the
Lord’s abid ing joy. The prin ci ple is as fol lows: love the Lord (i.e., not
your self) with all your heart and soul. The re sult will be joy as you obey
this stat ute. Too many Chris tians lack joy sim ply be cause they do not do
what the Bible says. 

Even when obe di ence is pain ful to the flesh, the Lord’s stat utes are
right. Some times we think, “Wait a min ute, I don’t have to do that – I’m
Ital ian (or Ger man, Brit ish, etc.). This is just the way I am; it is part of my
ra cial her i tage to act this way.” But if we jus tify our sin we will soon no tice
a dis tinct lack of joy in our lives. It is as we hum ble our selves, turn from
our own ways and sub mit to the Lord that joy be gins to re turn and fill our
hearts.

...the com mand ment of the Lord is pure, en light en ing the eyes.
(Ps.19:8)
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Pu rity re fers to a pol lut ant-free con di tion (e.g., pure wa ter is with out 
con tam i na tion). God’s com mand ments are pure be cause He is with out de -
fect. He has no mix ture in His mo tives to ward us. He has no axe to grind or
agenda to prove. He sim ply loves us with a per fect, sa cred and en dur ing
love. As we re spond in obe di ence to Him, the Scrip tures prom ise that He
will en lighten our eyes. Said an other way, He will il lu mi nate our souls. Lit -
tle by lit tle, we will gain in sight into His pur pose for our lives, our fam i lies, 
our lo cal church, etc. We must learn to trust the wis dom of His com mands.
They come from a heart that is without any impurity. 

His Judg ments

The fear of the Lord is clean, en dur ing for ever. (Ps. 19:9)

As we sub mit to God’s Word, His glory is not only seen in the nat u -
ral cre ation, it is grad u ally re vealed in His new cre ation – in you and I! The
ques tion arises, “Would you like a leg acy? Would you like your chil dren
and grand chil dren to point back to your life and say, ‘There was some one
who feared the Lord.’” It says that the fear of the Lord is clean and en dures
for ever. Some one who walks in the fear of the Lord will have an en dur ing
es tate. Their life long con tri bu tions will have lasting value.

...the judg ments of the Lord are true and righ teous al to gether. (Ps.
19:9)

We should re joice that God judges His peo ple. For ex am ple, He may 
bring con vic tion into our hearts that an at ti tude of an ger is wrong. His word 
to us re veals His judg ment. One thing is sure: the Lord knows what is right
and what is wrong. Per haps His pres ent con cern is the lack of for give ness
re cently rooted in our hearts be cause some one wronged us. “Lord, why are
You deal ing with me? Should n't Your pri or ity be their sin against me?” But
God never makes mistakes.

Have you ever felt that He made a mis take with you? Has it seemed
as though He is just not con cerned enough about other peo ple’s sins? Re -
mem ber. The judg ments of the Lord are true and righ teous al to gether.

More to be de sired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey and the hon ey comb. (Ps. 19:10)

God’s judg ments are more de sir able than gold. What would you
rather have – mil lions of dol lars worth of gold or God’s judg ments? What
would life be like if God said, “Go and live the way you want. Go do what -
ever you feel like do ing, and I will not bring any con vic tion or ad just ment
into your life. Then at the end of your life, you will reap ac cord ing to how
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you have sown.”? Or would you rather have God’s per sonal pa ren tal care
though there be no gold along with it? 

The good news is that God loves us enough to come into our lives
and speak to us about where we need to change. He also brings His power
to con form us to His like ness so that one day we will stand in His holy pres -
ence and en joy Him for ever. What is more im por tant – gold or God? Sadly,
many have made the wrong choice over this very is sue.

Warn ings and Re wards

More over by them Your ser vant is warned, and in keep ing them
there is great re ward. (Ps. 19:11)

We must be thank ful that God brings His dis ci plines, His judg ments
into our lives. The word “judg ment” re fers to God's ju di cial sen tences. He
passes sen tence on our an ger, our lust, our greed, our am bi tion, etc. when
He co mes to us and spe cif i cally con victs us of these trans gres sions. To con -
tinue in sin at that point is fool ish. On the other hand, to re spond to Him and 
re ceive His warn ings is to reflect wisdom. 

Great re ward co mes from trea sur ing the judg ments of God in our
lives. There is noth ing more valu able than God’s love and com mit ment to
con form us into the im age of His Son. Some times the pro cess of trans for -
ma tion in volves an ex pe ri ence with what must surely be the val ley of the
shadow of death. We en coun ter pain ful cir cum stances and peo ple who treat 
us un fairly. Deep in our hearts we cry out, “Lord, just make me spir i tu ally
ma ture now. Just pour out your Spirit and quickly finish the job.” 

The Lord's re sponse? “I will not do it that way. Yes, I will pour out
My Spirit upon your life, but there is a pro cess of trans for ma tion that I must 
take you through. It in volves My Word and My dis ci plines in your life.”

Do you know what in the end awaits those who trea sure His judg -
ments in their lives? Very sim ply – great re ward.

Our Great Hope

Who can un der stand his er rors? Cleanse me from se cret faults. (Ps.
19:12)

Who knows his own heart enough to be able to look in side and dis -
cern his own sins? “Lord, I need You to cleanse me from se cret faults – the
wrong things in me that I am not even aware of.”
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Keep back Your ser vant also from pre sump tu ous sins; let them not
have do min ion over me. Then I shall be blame less, and I shall be in -
no cent of great trans gres sion. (Ps. 19:13)

What is a pre sump tu ous sin? Ba si cally it is de lib er ate sin. The NIV
uses the term “will ful”. Will ful sin. An other trans la tion opts for “ar ro gant
sins”. This type of sin is re vealed in the at ti tude that says, “I don’t care. I’m
go ing to do it any way. I know I should n’t do it. But I’ve made up my mind.
So don’t bother me.”

Ev ery one read ing this book let has seen that at ti tude sur face in them
when the right “but tons” were pushed. And just as sig nif i cantly, God knew
what was in our hearts when He ex posed them. It did not take Him by sur -
prise. But no tice Da vid’s prayer. He says, “Lord, keep me back from those
kinds of sins, and let them not rule over my life”. 

You see, any of us can get to the point where we de velop a life style
of say ing, “I don’t care. I’m go ing to do what I want”. At that point pre -
sump tu ous sin be comes re bel lion. Re bel lion is as the sin of witch craft.
Once we are hooked into such a life style, it is not an easy place from which
to be de liv ered. It is not im pos si ble, but the war fare over one’s soul is that
much more in tense. I was there. I know what it is like to have been in God’s 
house, will fully harden my heart and then re bel. I also know what it is for
Him to have mercy and re store me again into a place of service in His
house. 

Da vid also says that if God will keep him back from pre sump tu ous
sin, then he would be blame less. This word “blame less” is the same word
as in verse 7 which de scribes God’s law as “per fect”. In other words, Da vid 
would be whole, en tire, put to gether. 

Our hope is that the per fect Word of God to gether with the ac tive
work ing of His Spirit, would pro duce in us the man i fes ta tion of what is
writ ten in the Bi ble. We are to be come the liv ing dis play of the Scrip tures.
Herein lies the New Cov e nant. God writes His own na ture and char ac ter
into the fi ber of His peo ple so that we be come those who re veal Him in ev -
ery city and vil lage across the face of the earth. 

One prob lem com mon to us all is our at tempts in our own strength to 
be like the Lord. In His mercy, He de ter mines to show us just how in ad e -
quate our own abil i ties re ally are. Pres sures in crease, trib u la tions arise and
we fall flat on our face. God ex poses such fail ure in us that we might learn
to trust not in our own power but in Him. We soon learn that God Him self is 
our only hope that we will ever become like Him. 
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One part we must play in the trans for ma tion pro cess is to pick up the
tool (the Scrip tures) He has put into our hands and spend time with Him.

Dads and Moms – spend time with your fam ily in the word. Pray to -
gether and read the Bi ble to gether. I was raised in a fam ily that hon ored the
book that God wrote. To this day, my par ents love to talk with me about the
word; my Dad and I are al ways get ting into de bates and dis cus sions. I love
it.

The Fi nal Re sult

Let the words of my mouth and the med i ta tion of my heart be ac cept -
able in Your sight, O Lord, my strength and my re deemer. (Ps.
19:14)

The end re sult of the deal ings of God in my life is that both the
words of my mouth as well as the med i ta tion of my heart will be ac cept able 
in His sight. We may im press peo ple with the words of our mouths while si -
mul ta neously hid ing cer tain re sent ful, greedy or self ish at ti tudes in our
hearts. Da vid says, “Lord let them both be pleas ing in Your sight. Be
blessed both by what I think as well as what I say”. 

What if my heart con tem pla tions con sis tently dif fer from what I
say? Even tu ally God will bring pres sure to bear so that what is in my heart
will be re vealed through my mouth.

For out of the abun dance of the heart the mouth speaks. (Mt. 12:34)

If you want to know what is in your heart, lis ten to the words of your
mouth when the pres sure is on. 

It is of ten a very hum bling ex pe ri ence to find out un der pres sure
what God al ready saw in my heart when cir cum stances were pleas ant. How 
grate ful I am for His mercy. But the cry of my heart is, “Lord, cause both
ar eas to come into line with Your holy word”. Amen.

Con clu sion

God has de ter mined to re veal Him self to the na tions through His
peo ple. The ques tion we face is: is He up to the task? Does He re al ize the
con di tion of those He has to work with? Does He have suf fi cient tools at
His dis posal to fin ish what He has started? Of course, the re sound ing an -
swer is, “yes”! Je sus Him self told us He would be able to fin ish what He
started (Mt. 16:18). 
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For which of you, in tend ing to build a tower, does not sit down first
and count the cost, whether he has enough to fin ish it lest, af ter he
has laid the foun da tion, and is not able to fin ish it, all who see it be -
gin to mock him, say ing, “This man be gan to build and was not able
to fin ish.” (Luke 14:28 – 30)

If fallen men know enough to count the cost of what they plan to
build, how much more did God cal cu late what would be re quired be fore
lay ing the foun da tion of His Church? From His eter nal per spec tive, our
Lord clearly saw what would be needed to bring to com ple tion this great
pro ject called the house of God. 

To fa cil i tate this un der tak ing, He has poured out His own pres ence
into our lives by the power of the Holy Spirit and He has placed into our
hands the only book He ever wrote – the Holy Scrip tures. One mark of a
Spirit-filled life is a love for the Bi ble. The One who wrote this in cred i ble
book wants to re veal its depths to those who would hum bly ap proach it
with a hun gry heart. 

The ef fect of God’s word on spir i tu ally fam ished men is that it will
con vert our souls, make us wise, bring joy to our hearts, en lighten our eyes
and warn us of the con se quences of dis re gard ing the Lord. 

How we need to read and study the pages of this book. There is no
other like it in all the world!

One clos ing ques tion. What is the dif fer ence be tween one who has a
Bi ble and does not read it as over against one who sim ply does not have a
Bi ble to read? Both will be ig no rant of the Lord and of His king dom. But
the one who had the Bi ble and did not read it will find on the day of judg -
ment that God had placed the greater re quire ment on him. 

For ev ery one to whom much is given, from him much will be re -
quired; and to whom much has been com mit ted, of him they will ask
the more. (Luke 12:48)

How ever, let us not read the Scrip tures sim ply be cause of a fear of
greater judg ment; let us read to dis cover the One who wrote them, who is
so wor thy of our love and obe di ence. Along with that, He has prom ised
great re ward to those who give heed to its contents.
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